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It is easy to see why the use of colored concrete has
grown so dramatically. Integrally colored concrete
brings a highly desirable and stylish look to any
concrete project. Because it is available in a wide
variety of colors your project is limited only by your
imagination.

owever, the endless possibilities bring

heightened expectations. Normal shading
differences, barely noticeable in plain “grey” concrete,
can be more pronounced in colored concrete.

It is important to clearly communicate to the owner
the reality of these potential variations in the
finished colored concrete’s appearance in order to
minimize potential conflict with their expectations.

he color used in concrete is not a dye or stain,

it is a pigment. These pigments are much finer
then the grains of cement which react to form the
bonds of concrete. These very fine-grained particles
become mixed into the paste portion of the concrete
and become an “integral” part of the hardened
concrete.

his checklist of do’s and don’ts helps the
concrete supplier and contractor achieve the best
possible colored concrete project.

 Use an integral color pigment from one of the
leading manufacturers.

» Add integral color to the concrete using a
consistent batch to batch process and mixing
procedure.

* Variations in cement quantity, brand, and
pozzolan percentages should be avoided.

* Do not use accelerators containing calcium
chloride.



» Keep water content consistent. The most common + Use a curing compound specifically designed for

source of variation in concrete colors comes from colored concrete.
variation in water content. Changes in water * Apply the curing compound immediately
content will always result in color variations. after finishing (as soon as possible as to not
* Avoid adding water from one concrete load to the damage the surface) and in accordance with the
next. manufacturer’s instructions.
* Avoid adding water after the concrete has begun * The use of water spray curing, plastic sheeting, or
to be discharged. any type of covering should be avoided.
* Never add water to the surface to aid in finishing. « Use care not to apply the first coat of a sealer too
* Avoid adding water from using a constantly thick. This can result a whitening of the surface
wetted finishing tool. under the sealer.
he second leading cause of color variation is Prior to the project discuss with the owner the
inconsistencies in finishing practices. It is options for maintaining their colored concrete.
critical to minimize finishing on colored concrete. It is easy to keep the beauty of the colored concrete
A broom or lightly textured finish will provide the for many years with the proper use of sealers. There
most consistent finished color. The use of trowels or are tinted sealers and other products available to
darbies can readily produce variations in color. restore and repair the appearance of colored concrete.
dditionally, different exposure conditions, sun Integral colored concrete, in the hands of a skilled
versus shade, produce different rates of drying craftsman, can provide a beautiful and dramatic
which can result in different final colors. structure whose appearance can be enjoyed for
decades.

roper curing is required to deliver a consistent
finish.
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